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Kedeeming vs. Owning | and 


n our last issue, Louis Cox, editor of Befriending Creation, discussed Jim Corbett’s 

last book Sanctuary of All Life (Howling Dog Press, 2005). This issue continues 
our exploration of Jim Corbett’s legacy. As one of the founders of the Sanctuary 
Movement in the 1980s, Corbett was passionately committed to social justice and 
to helping the oppressed. 

“Redeeming the land” is one of the ways that Corbett sought to be faithful to 
the prophetic spirit, as he experienced it. “To redeem” means “to buy back” and 
“to set free, rescue or ransom.” Some may wonder: why does land need to be 
redeemed? 

One of the basic assumptions embedded in our Constitution and in our con- 
sciousness is that land is a commodity—something to be bought and sold—and 
owning land is a human right and a sign of our freedom. 

Jim Corbett felt very differently about land ownership. He believed that no 
one has an inherent right to own land, just as no one has the right to own another 
human being. For Corbett, land ownership, like slavery, is a sign of our alienation 
from the Divine. Corbett took seriously the teachings of indigenous peoples who 
see themselves as belonging to the land rather than vice versa. Corbett was alse 
inspired by the Hebrew prophets and the psalmist who wrote: 

“The earth is the Lord’s, with all its wealth; the world and all the a 
living in it” (24:1). 

The Cascabel Worship Group has tried to put Corbett’s vision into practice. 
They see themselves not as owners, but as stewards of the land. Just as Friends 
once helped people to become free of those who claimed to own them, so these 
Friends are attempting to liberate the land from our “ownership” society. 

Such a view challenges the very basis of our “American way of life,” which is 
based upon the exploitation of earth’s resources. 

Chris Moore-Backman’s letter about why he is a vegan poses a similar chal- 
lenge to our cherished American beliefs (or should I say, addictions?). According 
to Chris, today’s meat industry causes environmental degradation and human 
misery that cannot be defended morally. “This industry needs to go,” he writes, 
“and Friends should help see that it does.” 

Not all Friends will agree, or need to agree, with these positions. (I confess 
that I am a carnivorous property owner.) Our magazine is an open forum where 
diverse views can be aired, and where we can challenge each other to live our lives 
according to the Truth, as we understand it. 

Trying to live with faithfulness to Truth is weighty matter, and may feel bur- 
densome at times. That’s why I am grateful for the wise words of Jim Anderson, 


clerk of Pacific Yearly Meeting: 


Lest you feel too much the weight of these deep questions, know that the joy, 
the humor, the delight, and the celebration that always appear at our gatherings, 
will be there [at Yearly Meeting] as well. They will rise among us, sometimes 
in surprising ways, and carry us through... 


That’s why I always look forward to Yearly Meeting, and to other Quaker 
gatherings. Even though Friends are a pretty serious bunch, full of deep questions 
and weighty concerns, when we get together, we can also be cheerful, light-hearted, 
and even friend/y—thanks be to the Spirit! 


/N0touy Manince 


June 2006 FRIENDS BULLETIN 


Cascabel Worship Group, under 
the care of Pima Monthly Meeting 
(Tucson, AZ), is a central part of a 
community of people dedicated to land 
redemption and stewardship. 

We were inspired by the prophetic 
spirit of the Quaker philosopher/activist 
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But like the tiny seed gradually 
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land under our care, according to the 
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conditions we have found and the 
opportunities that have presented 
themselves. Now we Quakers and our 
very good non-Quaker friends, 
shareholders in the SJC, have steward- 
ship of more than fifteen square miles 
of land which we work to restore and 
protect, together with its plants, native 
animals, and waterways. 

The central feature of our land is 
the San Pedro River together with its 
tributaries from the surrounding 
mountain ranges, providing passage for 
mountain lions, bears, coatimundis, and 
other wild animals seeking water, food 
and shelter under the harsh conditions 
of the desert. 

We have learned that Arizona tax 
laws favor agricultural use and livestock 
raising and have used this knowledge 
to maximize the amount of land we can 
afford to bring under our care. It is our 
beef-cattle-raising operation in an 
ecological niche that can support cattle 
naturally on grassland that has enabled 
us to do that. We use humane methods 
of cattle management and, though some 
of us started with the practical skills 
needed for such an operation, most of 
us have served an apprenticeship with 
Pat and Jim Corbett and others among 
us with previous farm and livestock 
experience. 

Jim and other Friends and SJC 
shareholders played an important role 
in creating our other instrument for 
extending our stewardship of the land, 
namely The Cascabel Hermitage 
Association (CHA), arnonprotit 
corporation. CHA is devoted to 
providing the opportunity for solitary 
retreats in small hermitages in desert 
canyonland; to educational programs 
about this particular environment, 
bringing in experts from the southern 
Arizona area and also teaching skills for 
living lightly upon the earth; and 
holding conservation easements which 
can help preserve land intact for 
generations. Earlham College students 
have joined us each year and have been 
enthusiastic volunteers. 

How to learn more: First, go to the 


SJC website, saguaro-juniper.com. To 
learn more about Cli 4, vosto its 
website, cascabelhermitage.org. 

If you want to look into our 
community’s activities further, that is 
possible too. We can always use more 
help in managing our herd and our land. 
There is plenty of work to do and there 
are plenty of people to learn from. There 
is work requiring a lot of strength and 
various skills (such as maintaining ranch 


Pretured above: Michael Henderson and 
Karen McKelvey — Photo by Dick Henderson 


vehicles) and work for complete 
beginners. Some of us use horses in 
work such as moving cattle and some 
of us wouldn't dream of it. 

Although we are a community 
within the larger rural community of 
Cascabel (which means “rattlesnake” in 
local Spanish) we are not a planned 
community. We’ve just grown gradually 
as the way opened, not only in numbers 


but also in experiments with appropriate 
desert living, including building 
environmentally appropriate strawbale 
dwellings. Individual members have 
simply bought their own parcels of land 
but a group could also buy together and 
perhaps try a small planned community. 
Land is available for sale right now, 
adjacent to the Corbett home, and 
extending from Cascabel Road down to 
the river. 

What next? If you are interested in 
becoming acquainted with us, learning 
and helping and perhaps more, please 
get in touch with us through the 
websites; by telephoning Judith 
McBride at 520-2127/74 72 fom, 
writing El Potrero, Inc., the owner of 
the home farm—or ranch headquarters 
—where Jim and Pat Corbett made 
their home and where Pat continues to 
live. Here she hosts First Day Meeting 
for Worship (and, of course, potluck) in 
her strawbale living room. The address 
to use is 6432 North Cascabel Road, 
Benson, AZ 85602-8320. 

Many of us are healthy, energetic 
retirees with a yen to learn and work 
together in this wonderful period of life 
along with others of similar interests and 
values. But mature, responsible and 
committed people of other age groups 
are also urged to get in touch with us. 
As everybody knows, these days you 
can’t run a ranch without at least one 
member of the household holding down 
“a town job” or otherwise having an 
independent income. Space for visitors 
is scarce but can be found for a brief 
period. Still, a travel trailer of your own 
would be very convenient to have and 
several of us started that way. 

A brief initial visit is welcome and 
can help in making possible an informed 
decision about joining us in our ongoing 
work. After that, if it’s a good match 
and you decide to join us, we hope you 
can commit to at least six months of 
apprenticeship (unless you come with 
farm experience) to develop skills that 
will really contribute to our work and 
bring you into sharing our earth 


stewardship. 0 
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The Making of Jim Corbett’s 


Jim Corbett 1s considered one of the most 
important prophetic votces of the latter half 
of the 20th century. Rose Marie Berger, as- 
sociate editor of Sojourners, compares him 
to Galileo, Leonardo Da Vinci and St. John 
of the Cross. A founder of the Sanctuary 
Movement in the 1980s, Corbett was also 
profoundly concerned about our relation- 
ship with nature. He lived in the Sonoran 
desert with simplicity and integrity and 
encouraged others to do likewtse. His book 
Goatwalking Aas become a classic. By his 
example and his writings, Corbett chal- 
lenged us to live our hves with faithful- 
ness. Many have compared him to Old Tes- 
tament prophets. 

We are therefore extremely fortunate 
that Daniel Baker and Jim’ wife Pat de- 
cided to publish Jim Corbett’ final work, 
called Sanctuary for All Life, or as he 
called (with typical irony) Cowbalah (af- 
ter the Jewish mystical work, the 
Cabbalah). 

Tn this interview, Daniel shares some 
of his thoughts about Jim Corbett’ life and 
legacy. —Editor. 
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“C “owbalah” 


Jim Corbett and friend 


How did you first come to know Jim 
Corbett? What were your first impressions 
when you met him? Did your views change 
over the years as you came to know him 
better? 


I met Jim and Pat Corbett (and 
Anthony Manousos!) on an AFSC trip 
with BorderLinks in January of 1993. 
Though I found Jim engaging, I was not 
particularly more taken with him than 
any of the other wonderful people living 
out their faith that I met on the trip. 
He wanted to talk about vegetarianism 
which did not interest me greatly. I also 
had no history with the Sanctuary 
Movement, having worked in other 
arenas of social activism, so I did not 
relate to him as some kind of hero. Of 
course he discouraged that sort of thing 
anyway. 

It was really his writing in 
Goatwalking and the congruence of his 
thought with my own religious 
development that intrigued me. I have 


a background in philosophy and 


religion, and having eschewed the lure 
of Ph.D. academia to live rather than 
only teach truth, I easily and gratefully 
grasped what he was saying and how 
he had chosen to live it out. 

I would say that, at least in that 
regard, my views about Jim did not 
change significantly over the decade 
that I got to know him as confidant and 
friend. Though I continued to admire 
him for his intellect, courage and life 
choices, I was never tempted into any 
iconic view of him, and of course saw 
firsthand his humanity. In fact, in his 
last years I probably spent more time 
arguing than agreeing with him. 

That is often the way it is when we 
get close to people we admire and love. 
We argue about the little differences 
while forgetting the enormous 
congruencies. It was not until late one 
night in my tent by the light ofa lantern, 
not long after his death, that I reread 
Cowbalah and fell into tears at the 
beauty of his vision and the eloquence 
of his expression. I do believe that Jim’s 
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life and thought was prophetic, and now 
have a deeper appreciation of why 
prophets are not honored in their own 
place and time. 


You mention that you were a founding 
member of Cascabel Hermitage Association 
[CHA] and a member of the Saguaro 
Juniper Corporation |SJC]. Can you say 
something about these organizations and 


how they affect your life? 


Both CHA and SJC operate under 
a covenant—which is meant both in the 
real estate and religious senses of that 
term—with regard to our relation to the 
land that we steward. It extends rights 
to the land much as we extend rights to 
humans in our US Constitution. That 
covenant expounds a philosophy of 
human and wildland relationship that 
reaches for an integrative “radical center” 
in contradistinction to the radical right 
of exploitation or the radical left of 
segregation. 

SJC is a “for-profit corporation,” 
though it does not really function that 
way at all. We rely primarily on 
volunteer labor and Quaker-like 
consensual process, and, in addition to 
stewarding our land, have a con- 
servation-oriented cattle operation. 
CHA is a smaller, nonprofit spin-off 
group which functions in much the 
same way but has discrete programs for 
solitary retreats, environmental 
education and conservation. 

I am fortunate to have some savings 
from which to support myself, but just 
as importantly I work to keep my life as 
materially simple and inexpensive as 
possible. This allows me to do volunteer 
work with CHA and SJC that I really 
believe in and enjoy: helping to steward, 
protect and live within wildlands in 
association with a loose-knit com- 
munity; seeing people inspired by our 
educational outreaches; and being 
moved by the healing and expressions 
of gratitude from our sojourners. 

I often find living and working 
within the constraints of our covenant 
and group consensual process to be 
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difficult and challenging. As a friend 
of mine noted, not entirely in jest, 
community would be great if it wasn’t 
for the people. At the same time it 
disciplines me into a kind of humility 
that I sorely need. 

I hope to expand my personal life 
further into relationship with the land 
within the constraints that our covenant 
and group process allows. I have a part- 
time camp on SJC land in conjunction 
with our CHA “Support Center,” but 
continue to aspire to greater personal 
integration and participation in that 


Daniel Baker 


with others. I am working with wild 
plant foods as my primary relationship 
to the land in much the way that Jim 
saw goats and cows as a symbiotic way 
in. 


When and how did you learn about Jims 
final book project? Did he talk about tt, 
and if so, what dtd he say? 


Jim passed on to me several of the 
essays and their various iterations that 
finally made their way into Cowbalah 
(i.e. Sanctuary for All Life) as they were 
written over his last years. ’m not sure 
that I really recognized this as a reaching 
for a book until he was on his deathbed 
struggling to complete the final chapter 
and communicated to Pat his desire to 


have it published. Some of the chapters 


Thad not seen at all until I was working 
with Fr. Ricardo Elford to get it all 
transcribed into a formatted electronic 
manuscript. 

I’m not sure that Jim said that much 

about the book directly, at least not to 
me, but I have gotten the feeling over 
time that he was trying to put together 
his “discoveries that were really 
recoveries” to pass on to others, esp- 
ecially those of us in SJC and CHA, 
with perhaps the hope of a wider 
audience. It was not until I led a 
discussion of the book at a “Word and 
World” gathering in Tucson that I fully 
appreciated how deeply it spoke to 
many other people and was a viable 
candidate for publication. 


In what ways 1s this book different from 


Jim’s previous work? 


On the surface of it one could 
make the obvious point that Goat- 
walking was more about goats, and 
Cowbalah more about cows. However, 
despite Jim’s affection for animals, they 
are really only the means by which he 
chose to integrate into nature. They 
are not the real subjects of the books 
any more than, as David Quammen 
noted in his review of Goatwalking, 
Walden is about building a cabin beside 

a pond. 

However, I think the inherent 
differences between goat walking and 
cow herding does reveal a transition in 
Jim’s life from a rather nomadic political 
activism to more settled social 
transformation. Goatwa/king inspires 
the rootless adventurer; Cowbalah 
adventures into ways to bring human 
livelihood into a concretely spiritual 
relationship to the land. 

In that regard I find his last book 
more deeply rooted, though that may 
sound counterintuitive with regard to 
the turgid prose and complicated 
concepts in Goatwalking. To me 
Cowbalah is more religiously and 
philosophically profound, while at the 
same time simpler and more accessible. 
I think that may have something to do 
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with Jim’s moving beyond the heady 
excitement of Sanctuary to settling into 
this place and getting his thinking 


literally more grounded. 


In your view, what 1s the most 
important message that this work has for 
people who are concerned about the 
ecological fate of the planet? What new 
insights or advice does Jim have to offer? 


There are so many insights so 
expansively discussed in Jim’s work that 
it is a challenge to put them into any 
order or single them out. He presents a 
holistic way of viewing the world that 
attempts to avoid the pitfalls of 
idolatrous religiosity or systematic 
philosophy. He does that by speaking 
from a “practical mysticism” that 
requires living out uncovered truth. 

That said, I believe that Jim’s key 
understanding is what he terms the 
communion insight, i.e. that all being, 
not just humanity, is subject, rather than 
object, and our kin. I see him as a 
modern-day John Woolman who 
recognizes that it is not only African- 
Americans (or other oppressed peoples) 
who are equals and need to be released 
from our domination and exploitation; 
the Divine Presence is in all of Nature. 
As he notes, the jubilee freedom 
expounded in Leviticus extends to the 
land as well as to the people, and Jesus’ 
radical ethic is congruent with if not 
parallel to that of many hunter-gatherer 
societies. The profundity of this insight, 
which occupied Jim’s life and thought, 
is that social justice cannot exist without 
earth justice, and to forget one is to 
dissolve the other. 

This may sound easy until we 
recognize what it would actually mean 
to let go our slaveholding, violent and 
objectifying relationship to the land, 
much as Quakers are portrayed as 
struggling with the issue of releasing 
their slaves in the novel The Peaceable 
Kingdom (by Jande Hartog). Our 
Greco-Roman and Judeo-Christian 
heritage is so involved in that dis- 
junction that we can hardly recognize 
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it. It is perhaps even more insidious than 
the patriarchalism feminists have 
struggled to uncover in virtually every 
aspect of our culture. 

If we stopped to think whether we 
would treat our loved ones as we do the 
natural world in the routine of our daily 
lives, then we might well become 
paralyzed and recoil into viewing this 
as foolishness. Nonetheless, it is just 
that foolishness that Jim addresses in his 
“practical mysticism” struggle to find an 
opening through this morass. In so 


SANCTUARY 


for 
ALL LI 


The Cowbalah of Jim Corbett 


To order this book and ensure that all proceeds go to 
Jim Corbett’s widow Pat and the Cascabel 
Hermitage Association, a non-profit which he helped 
found, contact Daniel Baker, 6146 N Canyon Rd 
Benson, AZ 85602. Phone:520-212-2473. 
Email: danielfb6146@yahoo.com. Cost is $24.95; 
$2.50 for shipping. Make checks payable to CHA. 


doing, he does not engage in co-opting 
indigenous or other cultures that often 
have a more native appreciation of this 
connection, but rather seeks out those 
roots in our own religious and 
philosophic traditions. Likewise he 
does not resort to any rebellion or 
protest, but true to his philosophy of 
civil initiative, works to find peaceful 
and law-abiding (or law-growing) ways 
to reintegrate. 

As such, and just as in the Sanctuary 
Movement, he does not propose waiting 
for the government or social programs 


to lead the way to healing. Rather, in 
this quixotic quest, he sees it as up to 
individuals working in community to 
create viable alternatives. He has affect- 
ion for the metaphor of sabbath as a way 
in, as a way to take steps toward jubilee 
freedom and a Peaceable Kingdom. 

Various groups occasionally come 
out to Cascabel to find out about the 
Sanctuary Movement and end asking, 
“Okay, that was then, but what now?” 
My response is that if we think Jim's 
view was deeply wise and prophetic with 
regard to human aliens, then we might 
want to consider the deeper roots of 
that insight which is that no dezng is 
alien. I believe Jim best articulates his 
advice when he says: 


I don’t intend to argue here against 
personal, political, or cultural efforts 
to reduce the violence, but I do want 
to emphasize that active allegiance 
to the Peaceable Kingdom begins 
with land redemption that lays the 
foundation for a covenant com- 
munity’s practice of true justice. In 
exile, where we belong to no 
wildland community, we remain in- 
extricably entangled in technocratic 
civilization’s global war of conquest, 
which means we can only choose 
to reduce the damage. No amount 
of resistance to our warmaking 
way of living will institute and 
cultivate a way to live peacefully, 
in community with untamed life. 
The fundamental obligation of 
the community that gives its 
allegiance to the Peaceable King- 
dom is to redeem a home in the 
land where it can walk the 
covenanted way. [Sanctuary for All 


Life, pp. 120f.] 


My belief is that if people of faith 
came to truly comprehend the reality 
of the Divine Presence on earth, and 
the roots and depths of our violent 
disjunction from it, that our mission 
and missionaries would be inspired in 
the direction to which Jim Corbett’s 
gnarled, prophetic fingers point.O 
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C ascabel 
ermitage 


Association 


The Cascabel Hermitage Association (CHA) acquires 
and holds real property in trust under the Saguaro-Juniper 
Covenant, makes the land available for solitary meditation, 

VF es a Se Re ieee er ee and holds conservation easements. It thereby provides a 
CASCABEL wl Lets | Se va EER eee Sonoran desert wildlands habitat for fully interfaith solitary 
op eas ION. wiv EES UEC OAN oh Ser contemplation, as well as other solitary educational and 
ila creative activities that require sustained concentration and 
stillness. It should also be a place where sojourners can learn 
to live harmoniously within an untamed community of plants 
and animals and to work in community to care for these lands. In seeking to integrate sojourners into a wildland community, 
CHA is guided by the need to heal the separation between civilized humanity and the earth. 

The Cascabel Hermitage Association provides a Sonoran desert wildlands habitat for solitary retreats. It is for the use of 
those who may or may not align themselves with any faith, for artists, writers or contemplatives of any persuasion, who seek 
solitude and a more intimate experience of the Sonoran desert. 

The Cascabel Hermitage Association site is in a remote area of southeastern Arizona, about 25 miles north of Benson. It 
occupies 440 acres in the uplands of a major watershed of the San Pedro River. Its proximity to Chihuahuan desert grasslands 
as well as to the basin and range “sky islands” results in a great diversity of plant and animal life. 

In order to maintain the integrity of the wildland 
area, facilities are intentionally simple. Hermitages 


range from a straw bale cottage to ramadas shading 
wood and canvas shelters. 

Two weeks’ advance notice is required for retreats. 
Persons interested in a retreat or more information 
should contact us at www.cascabelhermitage.org/ or 
contact: Daniel Baker, 6146 N Canyon Rd, Benson, AZ 
85602. Phone:520-212-2473. Email: 
danielfb6146@yahoo.com 


Testimonies of Retreatants 


¢ My solo with the Cascabel Hermitage Association 

was a great experience. To begin, the members—particularly Pearl and David—are warm and friendly people with such a 
wonderful relationship with the land that it makes it difficult not to feel comfortable right away. At night, when it is dark and 
chilly, a person on solo does not feel isolated and frightened but embraced by the Earth and stars. In addition, the desert as a 
landscape is perfect for solo because it is subtle enough to encourage meditation and contemplation but entirely alive to one 
who chooses to “tune-in” to the surrounding environment. ...All in all, my solo in the Sonoran desert refreshed me as an 
individual but reinforced the feeling that there is a greater, grander world of which I am a part. Thank you. - Student, Earlham 
College, Indiana 


¢ There is no time here, only motion. The rising of the sun, the setting thereof; the moon wandering her path, the wind 
making itself known as it flows through the spines of the great saguaro. There is no time here, only the majesty of the Eternal 
Now. And although the rocks and I have one thing in common-that we came from the dust I somehow have the special 
privilege of being a conscious observer of this same majesty. - Window Cleaner, Boulder, CO 


* I felt very grateful to be on the ridge, and grateful too for the vision and determination of those who have preserved the 
sound of the wind’s sweep here. As I walked back toward the hermitage in the twilight, I was moved by the “pied beauty” of 
the mountains and clouds. I thought of Jesus’ desert sojourn, and of his temptations there. | wondered if one of his 
temptations was to remain in the desert, to stay on hermitage. - Professor, Toronto, Canada 
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READERS’ FORUM 


Dear Editor: I write in response to Gary 
Fryer’s recent contribution to the 
ongoing discussion about Quakerism, 
meat-eating, and vegetarianism. I want 
to encourage Friends to consider these 
matters from a different angle, or 
perhaps I should say I want to encourage 
us to consider them in a different order. 

While debating the morality of 
killing animals and related questions 
about the inherent worth of animals, 
what the Bible has to say about it, what 
George Fox might say about it, etc., 
Friends and others sidestep the much 
more immediate, critical, and simple 
question before us. Is our support of 
and cooperation with the modern 
slaughter industry rightly ordered? 

Like most if not all vegans, I field 
an array of hypothetical questions: 


“Chickens lay eggs—isn’t it better 
to eat those eggs than to let them rot?” 
“What if you raised and slaughtered 


the animals yourself, or if you knew the 
people who did, and knew that the 
animals were treated humanely? Would 
you/could you eat them then?” 

“What if you were from a different 
culture—Inuit, for example, and your 
family was nutritionally and 
economically dependent on fish? Are 
you telling me you wouldn't eat or sell 
fish?” 

“What if you and a chicken were 
stranded on a desert island—would you/ 
could you kill it and eat it?” 


Quakers, among others, have a 
knack for such thought experiments. 
Most of us are very comfortable in the 
world of ideas, and many of us, myself 
included, have a tendency to get lost 
there. As we consider meat-eating and 
vegetarianism, I hope we will put aside 
hypothetical questions and moral 
absolutes and turn instead to the very 
concrete matter of our relationship to 
the modern slaughter industry. 
Whether or not you believe it’s okay to 
kill animals, I ask you to consider 


whether we as Friends should lend our 
support and cooperation to an industry 
which wastes enormous amounts of 
resources, produces ecologically 
devastating pollution, perpetuates global 
poverty and starvation, and inflicts 
indescribable cruelty on animals. 

If you are among the very rare 
Friends who actually raise the animals 
whose bodies, eggs or milk you 
consume, then I'd be quite happy to 
debate with you as to how God may or 
may not feel about your diet. (You may 
actually be surprised at what I have to 
say about that.) But if you are among 
the 99 out of 100 North American 
Friends who consume meat, eggs, or 
dairy products tied to the slaughter 
industry, there’s another matter we 
should deal with first. I ask you to 
consider those particular animal 
products—as opposed to “meat” in the 
abstract—in light of the following: 


* Purchasing and consuming those 
particular products 
perpetuates poverty and starvation 


abroad. As John Dear explains, 


animal 


HELP FRIENDS BULLETIN 
TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT 
ECOLOGICAL AND OTHER 
FRIENDS’ CONCERNS 


Please consider making a contribution to Friends Bulletin 
to help us to raise awareness about the integrity of Cre- 
_ ation as well as other concerns that Western Friends hold 


| 


dq 


| dear. 


_ Friends Bulletin has decided to collaborate with 

_ EarthLight to produce a book about the role of Spirit in 

_ the environmental movement and our ecological aware- 

_ ness. Inspired by Marshall Massey, Bob Schutz and Pacific 

_ Yearly Meeting’s Unity with Nature Committee, EarthLight 
_ became a pioneer in the spiritual ecology movement and 
_ has published articles by some of the outstanding writers 
_ in this field—Matthew Fox, Thomas Berry, Brian Swimme, 
and Jim Corbett, to mention only a few. 


To find out more about EarthLight, please consult its 
online library at: www.earthlight.org. 
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“While people suffer and die of 
starvation in Central and South 
America, these regions ship their 
grain to the US to feed our cows, 
pigs, and chickens so that we can 
satisfy our desire for animal flesh, 


milk, and eggs.” 
* When you purchase those 


particular animal products you are 
paying people to be cruel to animals 
and to one another. In addition to 
the fact that an estimated 20 million 
animals are slaughtered each and 
every day in the US, factory farms 
are infamous for the horrific day- 
to-day conditions and treatment of 
animals prior to slaughter. A lesser 
known fact is that slaughterhouse 
workers themselves are victims of 
what Human Rights Watch reports 
as “systemic human _ rights 
violations.” 


¢ Those particular animal products 
carry the cost of grave environ- 
mental damage. One example: 
Farmed animals in the US produce 
130 times more excrement than 
people— excrement for which there 
are virtually no waste treatment 
systems.” 


In his letter, Gary Fryer points out 
that in Romans 14 Paul very clearly 
teaches that “no food is unclean in 


itself.” But Paul could scarcely have 
imagined the destruction and injustice 
wrought by the slaughter industry of our 
time and place. Are we to believe that 
Paul would have seen food such as this, 
which perpetuates poverty, harms the 
earth, and poisons our bodies, as 
beingjust as clean as plant-based food? 
(I had to let at least one of my own 
hypothetical questions fly!) 

Later, Gary explains that his own 
veganism flows from his desire to 


“nourish, preserve, and protect” his body, 
which scripture tells us is a temple for 
the Holy Spirit. I hope that Gary and 
other Friends will consider the 
incredible privilege we have to make any 
choice whatsoever about what we eat in 
order to care for the temples of our 
bodies. As we contemplate how to best 
“nourish, preserve, and protect” our own 
bodies, are we mindful of the fact that 
our food choices impact the odds of 
whether poor people the world over will 
have the opportunity to feed their 
bodies at all? 

While Friends may be divided on 
the moral implications related to the 
killing of animals in the abstract, ’m 
hopeful that we can unite in recognizing 
that our collective support of the 
modern slaughter industry is 
irresponsible and carries very high costs, 
both materially and spiritually. Meat- 
eating and vegetarianism aside, this 
industry needs to go, and Friends should 
help see that it does.— Respectfully, Chris 
Moore-Backman, San Francisco (CA) 
Meeting. 


“For these and many more key points 
see Fellowship Magazine’s March/April 
2006 issue, page 19. 


On Feeling 
Connected 


by Stephen T. Pope 
Santa Barbara (CA) Meeting 


In order to center in Meeting, I 
often use a breathing meditation 
practice in which I focus on feeling the 
energy of the air as I inhale, and then 
hold my breath lightly for a moment to 
concentrate on the spread of that energy 
throughout my body. As I do this, I 
become aware that we all share the same 
air, that the energy in the air I breathe 
in came from somewhere, that this same 
energy is shared, that it is imparted to 
the air by plants and trees as well as by 
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animals and people. I’m also aware that 
the energy is shared, even by people I 
think I don’t like or agree with. 

In our traditional representations of 
the spirit, we often envision it as coming 
from above, as in the tongues of fire 
pictures depicting the day of Pentecost. 
We know, of course, that there is no ups 
to the spirit, that it is everywhere and 
that it flows through everything, except 
sometimes our thoughts. 

Ina discussion on the nature of God 
a while ago in our Quaker spirituality 
reading group, one of our senior 
members became flustered by the 
intellectual approach we were taking, 
and blurted out, “You, you're, God is all 
around you. You're right in the middle 
of God!” I often remember the quote 


from St. Paul’s first letter to the 
Corinthians (ch. 13) (which is 
unfortunately only read at weddings 
these days): “If I speak in the tongues 
of men and of angels, but have not love, 
Tam a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
[...] If I have all knowledge and all faith, 
so as to move mountains, but have not 
love, I am nothing.” 

In our everyday dealings with 
people, one-to-one or group-to-group, 
if we are not aware of being filled with 
the spirit and motivated by love, we 
should stay home. All of creation is 
intimately connected, and all people are 
capable of being aware that they are 
filled with the spirit. The best statement 
I’ve seen recently that put this in 
perspective relative to the current 
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climate, was a flag with the words 
“united we stand” and a photograph of 
the earth as seen from outer space. O 


This reflection was taken from Stephen’s 
website: http://create.ucsb. edu/~stp/ 


Messages. html#Connected. A couple of 
years ago, Stephen was invited to 
contribute a text once a month to W. 
Norman Cooper’s “Quaker Dial-a- 
Thought” phone message (if you want to 
hear an inspirational message, call 805- 
646-0939). The only criteria were that the 


texts take about two minutes to read, and 
that they reflect (his take on) current 
Quaker thought. If youd like to submit a 
reflection of your own, please contact the 
editor at friendsbulletin@aol.com; or if you 


want to contact Stephen, he can be reached 


at stp@create.ucsb.edu. 


Friendly S irituality: 
Personal ueries, 


Corporate 
Exploration 


by Judith Favor 
Claremont (CA) Meeting 


Spiritual direction is the movement 
of one’s whole life in and toward Love, 
in and toward Life, in and toward God. 
To help encourage us in this direction, 
I offer the follow reflections and queries. 


Integrity and Personal Conduct 


Faith and Practice moves Friends in 
the direction of an undivided life, 
encouraging us to ask: 


How do I strive to maintain the integrity 
of my inner and outer lives? 


George Fox pointed in the spiritual 
direction of wholeness by encouraging 
members of The Religious Society of 
Friends to make personal and corporate 
choices in accordance with the urgings 
of the Spirit. Quoting from the King 
James Version of the Bible, Fox advised 
Friends to “let your yea be yea and your 
nay be nay.” This leads me to explore: 


Which yeas and nays actually guide my 
own chotces these days? 


How do I navigate beyond maybes to reach 
wise decisions? 


Personal Queries 


Life is a multiple choice test, for 
better or for worse. You and I have 
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options as we choose how to use our 
time, talent, treasure and tenderness. 

Early Friends devised personal 
queries to explore integrity and personal 
conduct. Following their example, I pose 
these questions to myself: 


Time: 


How much time yesterday did I spend 
mindlessly indulging in old habits? 


How does saying YES to so many 
invitations, opportunities, tasks and 
assignments, limit my possibilities of 
loving and growing in new ways? 


Talent: 


Which of my God-given gifts went unused 
last week? 


How might I offer my talents this week to 
ease a hurting world? 


‘Treasure: 


What opportunities to give away money 
or stuff did I decline last year? 


How do my spending chotces reflect my 
relationship with God and others? 


Tenderness: 


When do I act hard-hearted with 
neighbors? Hardheaded with politics? 


When and how do I act tenderly towards 
self, others and creation? 


Motivation: 


These are tough questions, easier to 
ask than to answer. I don’t know about 


you, but I have some pretty big blind 
spots. Jesus used the metaphor of “a 
log in the eye” to describe this human 
condition. My vision gets blocked 
when I try to look at what lies behind 
each choice, seeking to see my personal 
motivation. 


What drives my datly choices? 


What motivates me to say YES to this and 
NO to that? 


Exploration 


Much remains hidden by the log 
in my eye. I need the 20/20 vision of a 
few trusted friends. The perspectives 
of Friends serve to strengthen my 
personal YES and support my 
individual NO. The listening spirit- 
uality practiced by Friends, exploring 
queries within safe circles of trust, 
supports me in seeing the truth of my- 
self and strengthens us in the spiritual 
direction of wholeness. 


JubiTH Favor was born in Portland, OR, 
and has earned degrees in sociology, couns- 
eling psychology, divinity, and a certificate 
from The Shalem Institute for Spiritual 
Formation. Ordained to the ministry in 
1987, she served as co-pastor of First 
Congregational and St. John’s United 
Church of Christ in San Francisco (CA). 
After retiring, Judith moved to Pilgrim 
Place and became a member of Claremont 
(CA) Monthly Meeting. She facilitates AVP 
workshops in area prisons, serves the 
monthly, quarterly and yearly Meetings in 
various capacities, teaches at Claremont 
School of Theology and continues in private 
practice as a spiritual director. Judith can be 
reached at 744 Plymouth Road, Claremont, 
CA 91711 or at judithfavor@hotmail.com. 
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Quaker Service Opportunties 


THE AFSC/SouTHERN CALIFORNIA QUARTERLY MEETING YOUTH SERVICE 
PROJECT generally does short projects throughout the year, mainly in California. 
We have worked with families of prison inmates and also conducted an ecological 
project at Catalina Island in the fall. 

On April 21-23 we participated in a service project focused on Farm Workers 
Rights in Visalia, CA. We learned about the issues in the central valley area facing 
farm workers through a presentation given by Graciela Martinez from the Visalia 
AFSC office. This created more awareness in the attendees regarding farm labor 
issues. The project included participants from the Santa Barbara, Orange County, 
La Jolla and Pasadena areas of Southern California. 

On Saturday, April 22, we worked with Self Help Enterprises on a community 
home building project in Earlimart, CA. We worked side by side with the families 
whose homes were being constructed. By the end of the workday the 
frames of the homes were raised and ready for the next step of 
construction. Youth participants were able to get hands-on experience 
with putting the frames together as well as getting to know the families of 
the upcoming community. 

We were hosted at the Visalia (CA) Friends Meetinghouse, set in a 
beautiful nature preserve among lush greenery and majestic oak trees. 

For more information about upcoming projects, contact Raina 
Martinez at rmartinez@afsc.org. 


AFSC/INTERMOUNTAIN YEARLY MEETING JorntT SERVICE PROJECT 
conducts long and as short projects throughout the year in Mexico and on 
various Indian reservations. Mike Gray, coordinator of the program, sent 
the following report: 

New Mexico: We will do a seminar on service during the early days 
Lof the IMYM Gathering at Ghost Ranch, NM, June 12-14]. We will 
work with Tewa Women United in Poquaque, NM. The Tewa Women 
host a gathering at the pow-wow grounds where we worked with them 
and Erwin Rivera, former AFSC staff, to build a ramada for the 
spectators. 

Seri New Year in Mexico: Like the O’otham people, the Seri [a tribe 
living on the West Coast of Mexico] believe that the New Year is marked 
by the fruiting of the large desert cactus, signaling the coming monsoon 
rains. If you would like to join us for this festive time and do some service, 
contact me about this one. We expect to go for one to two weeks; maybe 
the week before, certainly the week afterward. Maybe June 28 to July 8 or 
9, would be ideal. $400 will cover your expenses from Tucson, AZ and Pane the AFSC/SCQM Project Pa Visa 
back, assuming the eleven day project. We will meet in Tucson and drive CA-Photos by Karen Thompson 
down in our van to Mexico. [See Friends Bulletin, April 2006, for Iris 
Edinger’s account of her experience there during Thanksgiving, 2005 .] 

Pine Ridge Reservation (South Dakota): There are a number of projects being considered here this summer. Tom 
Casey’s house should be set on his land. The fascia on the One Feather house needs re-sealing. We would like to put a 
kitchen/bathroom addition on Joe American Horse’s cabin. Philomine Lakota would like some benches built for the 
ceremonial grounds on her land. We will try working out of Denver again. Join us there and drive up with us in the van. 
We are going to raise the price slightly, expecting gas prices to be higher. $425 will get you picked up in Denver, CO. 
You can also drive in from the East if that saves you money. The price is negotiable. Actually, our price is always 
negotiable. If you would like to participate, but are put off by the cost, contact me about scholarship possibilities. Times 
range from July 16 through August 12. 

For more info, contact Mike Gray. Email: MGray@afsc.org or 520-907-6321. Website: afsc.org. 
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NEWS OF FRIENDS 


WESTERN FRIENDS AND 
PENDLE HILL 
by Julian O’Reilley 


Pendle Hill, the Quaker Center for Study 
and Contemplation near Philadelphia, is 
closer than you may think. At least four 
of the thirty current students in the 
Pendle Hill Resident Program this term 
are from the Western USA, including a 
Unitarian from Santa Barbara, a native 
rural Oregonian, a Catholic nun from 
Burliname, CA, and a Quaker from Port 
Townsend, WA—Beth Cahape. Beth has 
been making great progress on her 
writing, and seems be taking advantage 
of both the opportunity to interact with 
the community and the solitude of our 
on-campus hermitages. 

As the traveling outreach 
and development staff person for 
Pendle Hill, Pve had the great 
pleasure of bringing the latest 
news of Pendle Hill to those 
who've been away for decades, or 
who haven't yet had the chance 
to make what many consider to 
be a pilgrimage. During my most 
recent trip I met with Friends 
from Redwood Forest Meeting 
and Friends House in Santa 
Rosa, Strawberry Creek Month- 
ly Meeting in Berkeley, Orange 
Grove Meeting in Pasadena, and 
with representatives from 
meetings everywhere in between. 

One of the highlights of the trip was 
being able to show a newly completed 
short DVD about Pendle Hill, which 
gives a vibrant visual picture of life at 
Pendle Hill, from the snow to our 
legendary fall foliage, and from resident 
student terms to young adult summer 
internships. (You can see this new DVD 
in streaming video at our new, updated 
website: pendlehill.org). 

In addition to our regular three term 
academic year program, we've recently 
added a summer term, which will begin 
this year with two term-long courses to 
choose from in addition to the summer 
arts and spirituality, yoga, and spiritual 
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formation short courses on offer. 

Another exciting development here 
on campus is the arrival of our Interim 
Executive Director, Ken Jacobsen, and his 
wife, Katharine. Known to many Friends 
through their service as Heads of Olney 
Friends School, Ken and Katharine have 
worked closely together in financial 
management, retreat leadership and 
teaching in several Quaker organizations. 
They bring to Pendle Hill their deep 
commitment to Quaker process, 
community, and education. 

Please consider a visit to Pendle Hill! 
If a full year or term doesn’t fit into your 
schedule, you can tailor a sojourn around 
a particular course, with personal time for 
retreat, personal projects, and community 
interaction [see next article for one 
Quaker family’s experience]. I hope to see 
soon on one coast or another. 0 


: i 


William and Barbara Gilmour with their daughter Jessica 
(Salt Lake City, UT, Meeting) attended Tom Hamm’ 
workshop on “Liberal Quakerism” at Pendle Hill 


A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 
To PENDLE HILL 


By Barbara Gilmour 
Salt Lake Monthly Meeting 


After careful planning and numerous 
conversations, my husband, daughter and 
I were on our way to spend a week at 
Pendle Hill. We knew about PH 
primarily from our contact with the 
manager of the bookstore. As westerners 
it was incredible to be in a place so full of 
Quaker history. Little did we know just 
how our lives would be forever enriched 
from living for a brief time in this 
intentional, essential community. 


Upon our arrival we saw magnificent 
trees and historic buildings. We stayed in 
Waysmeet, a beautiful old home that was 
originally built and owned by The 
American Friends Service Committee in 
the late 20s and used as a residence for 
their executive, Clarence Pickett and his 
wife. (Rumor has it that Eleanor 
Roosevelt stayed at Waysmeet). Pendle 
Hill, established in 1930 as a Qusaker 
educational center for peace issues and lay 
ministry, has been bringing people 
together ever since. 

During our week’s stay this past 
April, the diversity of people included 
Friends from Africa, England, Australia, 
Korea, Japan, Canada and the U.S. Meals 
are served in a communal dining room 
allowing people the chance to get to know 
each other. The conversations with staff, 
residents and visitors were incredibly rich 
and spiritually nourishing. 

People seemed to go out of their way 
to welcome us. We attended worship 
sharing in the “Barn” that first evening. 
The warm candlelight and rich hues of 
the old and well worn wooden benches 
and floor, set the tone for the week ahead. 
The ministry we witnessed was powerful! 
We were immersed in Quaker history and 
thought in a classroom setting and 
through our daily interactions with 
people. We participated in community 
workday in the organic garden “double 
digging”, weeding, planting and laughing 
with Friends. You could often find us 
relaxing in the library, the art studio and 
the bookstore. 

We very much enjoyed meeting the 
new Interim Director, Ken Jacobsen. We 
also had an opportunity to briefly meet 
some of the board members as our week 
was coming to a close. They hold the 
future of Pendle Hill in their hands and 
we pray for its continued success. 

We returned home rejuvenated and 
eager to share our experience and we miss 
our Pendle Hill Friends. We fell in love 
with the place, but more importantly, with 
the people, past and present, who have 
made Pendle Hill a spiritual home since 
its early beginnings. We will sojourn again 
to engage in meaningful dialogue, build 
community and live intentionally. The 
memories and lessons of this special place 
will sustain us. 0 
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LATEST NEWS OF THE 
ALTERNATVE TO VIOLENCE 
PROJECT 


by Pat Hardy 
Santa Barbara (CA) Meeting 


Last year, before we of Alternatives 
to Violence Project/California (AVP/ 
CA) could even dream of becoming 
involved in the California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) 
as we are now, there was great skepticism 
about getting Friends Meetings to 
support a statewide effort. A year ago the 
AVP Subcommittee of PYM Peace and 
Social Order Committee experienced 
frustration around involving Meetings in 
opening up new prisons. 


Meetings offering workshops 


All this concern was for naught, for 
California Quakers have truly stepped up 
to be involved in filling the need for 
volunteer-facilitators. Palo Alto, Santa 
Barbara, Central Coast, La Jolla and 
Claremont Meetings have actively offered 
AVP workshops. Ben Lomond Quaker 
Center’s annual series of AVP workshops 
has been filled to capacity, contributing a 
wonderful new group of facilitators. Santa 
Monica Meeting has formally taken their 
active local council of AVP facilitators 
under its care. The Northbay (Santa 
Rosa) group is also being revitalized 
through the participation of Friends 
among others. More are talking about 
offering workshops in their area as this is 
being written. 


Quaker groups inspire individuals 


We have been asked by Pacific Yearly 
meeting, Southern California QM, and 
Friends Committee on Legislation of 
California to make presentations which 
have brought forth a number of 
committed people. Anthony Manousos of 
Friends Bulletin has been particularly 
interested in articles on AVP. Gary Wolff 
of Orange Grove Meeting in Pasadena, 
Ann Boone of Redwood Forest Meeting 
(Santa Rosa), Mimi and Alan Edgar of 
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Santa Cruz Meeting, and Judith Favor of 
Claremont Meeting have all made 
significant time contributions to starting 
new programs. Janet Riley of Central 
Coast Meeting (San Luis Obispo) has 
been developing workshop kits for those 
going into prisons. All this is in addition 
to the Steering Committee which 
continues its steady participation at many 
levels and includes a number of Friends. 
These are Stephen Matchett (San 
Francisco MM), Katherine Youngmeister 
(Strawberry Creek MM (Berkeley CA), 
Steve Birdlebough (Redwood Forest 
MM), Bob Barns (Grass Valley MM) 
(whose partner Giri Sequoya has come 
from Australia to spend a couple of 
months this winter facilitating 
workshops), and Pat Hardy (Santa 
Barbara MM). 


Friends contribute financially 


The very frugal budget of the first 
year of this fledgling group has primarily 
been met by the generous contributions 
of Friends. A simple appeal letter to 
Friends in our Meetings has brought forth 
three-quarters of our needed funds, 
including a large contribution by a former 
AVP Facilitator. But more than the 
dollars contributed, the in-kind 
generosity in terms of gas, food and 
lodging that has been donated by 
facilitators has been truly heartwarming. 
Funds are still needed, of course, and can 
be sent to AVP/CA, P.O. Box 3294, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93105. 

Now, I know that Friends are not out 
to toot their horns, but when such an 
outpouring of love and encouragement is 
happening, I think we need to 
acknowledge and celebrate it. THANK 
YOU ALE VERYMUCEH 

Of course, not only Quakers are 
involved with this work—many others are 
making similarly important 
commitments in order for this project to 
move ahead. But Friends are a big part 
of it, as we have been since AVP’s 
inception. 


Latest updates 


AVP/CA is now inside—or about to get 


* San Diego—R_J. Donovan Correctional 


Facility 


‘AVB” continued on page 22 


READERS’ FORUM 


UNDERAGE SMOKING 
AT PaciFIC YEARLY MEETING 


Dear Editor: I have a concern about 
underage smoking at Pacific YM that I 
would like to share with our community. 
I had previously corresponded about this 
concern with others, including some 
Friendly youth, at least as early as 2002. 

Over the past four years and likely 
before then, both alcohol and tobacco 
have been made available to underage 
Friends at past Pacific Yearly Meetings, 
including to Friends who were obviously, 
at a glance, too young to be legal users. 
In some cases, using at Pacific Yearly 
Meeting was the introduction to these 
addictive substances. Aside from the legal 
aspects and concerns for preserving the 
temple of the body, intro-duction in the 
adolescent years is the prime vector for 
what could be lifelong addiction. 

I haven't heard anything formal from 
Pacific Yearly Meeting, but informally, 
from our youth, I have heard that some 
Junior Friends and some Young Friends 
continued to distribute cigarettes at 
Pacific Yearly Meeting. 

I did receive the following excerpts 
from concerned (young adult) Friends: 


* “There are rules about drinking and 
drugs (but not smoking—this was 
intentional...).” 

° “I think JYM and YF have problems 


enforcing the rules.” 


* “There have, in fact, been Young 
Friends who were asked not to come 
back after giving alcohol to minors 


at PYM.” 


¢ “There was an incredible lack of 
integrity as a Yearly Meeting 
community, adults and youth, 
regarding that and other issues 
associated with JYM (the negative 
side).” 
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My concern about Pacific Yearly 
Meeting as a vector of disease and life- 
threatening anarchy (distributing 
cigarettes to minors qualifies on both 
counts, especially now that we know most 
smokers become addicted before 
becoming adults), however common, has 
been heightened by the results of 
Catharine’s father’s autopsy. He died May 
8, 2004, with secondhand smoke as a 
factor. 

What can I do to change our 
practice? How can we nurture our youth, 
those at risk of becoming addicted, those 
who are already addicted, and those who 
distribute? The time for subtlety and 
blind eyes is long over. Don’t we Quakers 
expect more of ourselves? 

I am most concerned with prevention 
of access at Pacific Yearly Meeting 2006 
and in the future. —Margaret Fruth, Palo 
Alto (CA) Meeting. 


Dear Editor: I am writing in response to 
the letter by Margaret Fruth in which she 
raises a concern about underage smoking 
at Junior Yearly Meeting (JYM). I want 
to let her and other Friends know that 
the JYM Adult Committee, Junior 
Friends and I take this concern seriously. 
For the past few years I have served as a 
member and co-clerk of the JYM Adult 
Committee, embracing this young and 
vibrant community within the PYM 
community as my own. | have had the 
occasion to listen and respond to the 
concern regarding underage smoking on 
more than one occasion at PYM and 
another at CPQM. The co-clerks of JYM 
Adult Committee 2005 conferred 
verbally and in writing regarding this 
concern. While substance abuse is always 
a concern, we discerned that given the 
particular group of teens with whom we 
were dealing, cigarette smoking was not 
seen as a current problem. I am not aware 
of any current JYM teen who smokes. In 
fact, most JY Mers regard smoking as very 
unhealthy and “uncool” and strongly 
discourage it. I personally appreciate their 
sensitivity to this concern because of my 
son, who has a serious pulmonary 
condition and cannot tolerate smoke. (I'll 
say more about this later.) 

Adult Friends are quite concerned 
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about underage smoking. In fact, when 
one adult saw and responded to a teenager 
smoking in San Diego, he reacted so 
strongly that special sessions with JYM, 
Young Friends, and PYM M&O were 
held to determine what kind of response 
is the appropriate when one witnesses 
underage smoking or other infractions of 
behavioral expectations. A process exists. 
We begin with JYM M&O and move up 
to PYM M&O when need arises. 

I feel it’s important to point out that 
vulnerability to addiction is not an equal- 
opportunity condition. Some individuals 
are more vulnerable than others. 
Prospective parents need to be aware of 
genetic predisposition and the possible 
impact on children. Children need 
information early. Moreover, modeling a 
healthy, reverent regard for the body as a 


“temple of the spirit” by parents and all 
members of the community is part of the 
“inoculation” we seek to provide our 
children. Testing of limits is part of 
growing up. 

Unfortunately, even when adequate 
preparation and preventative inoculation 
is provided, some individuals still 
succumb. I hope that we, as a community, 
would choose to hold and embrace the 
addicted among us and refrain from 
ostracizing them. As our knowledge of 
the intricate, delicate dance of body/brain 
chemistry grows, an ever more informed 
and tender approach to matters such as 
addiction is warranted. 

Part of that tender approach is 
providing clear expectations with 
accommodation for the “imperfected” 


among us (among whom I count myself, 
though I am not addicted to tobacco). 

My sons are 20 and 17 years old and 
have grown up in PYM. During my older 
son’s early years with JYM, those Junior 
Friends who were already addicted to 
tobacco, usually one or two, went to a 
specific location alone to satisfy their 
addiction when the need arose. This 
policy and practice actively rejected the 
behavior of smoking while accepting the 
person who smoked. I know one Young 
Friend who ascribes “rescue” from 
smoking to the consistent and insistent 
practice of “reject the behavior, accept the 
person.” 

I understand that lack of response to 
one’s passionate concerns born of intimate 
suffering can increase the amplitude of 
the offered message. I survived sexual 
assault and exploitation, a sister has 
struggled with lifelong addictions 
including tobacco, and my younger son 
with moderate 
insufficiency—making smoke especially 
toxic. My younger son’s presence among 
Junior Friends over the past six years has 
increased both the awareness and 
consciousness of Junior and Young 
Friends who know him. We are grateful 
that awareness of his pulmonary 


lives pulmonary 


impairment has had a positive impact. 
So I hear and share the concern that 
Margaret expressed. I, too, labor under 
weight of a concern regarding the lack of 
care and attention to the needs of JYM 
and the message our inadequacy sends. 
We have a responsibility to set clear 
expectations with regard to appropriate, 
acceptable PYM— 
expectations applicable to everyone. 
Another major concern for me is that 
JYM lacks an adult co-clerk and four of 
eight Adult Committee member 
positions are vacant. I am perplexed and 
dismayed by the unwillingness of Friends 
to embrace a living concern for JYM by 
serving on the Adult Committee. This 
statement is not meant to devalue the 
wonderful contribution of those who have 
served as “Friendly Adult Presence(s)” 
during the JYM program day and evening 
activities. But certainly, a complete YM 
Adult Committee is an imperative in 
order to create the necessary level of 


behavior at 
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attention needed by teen members of the 
community. 

My personal experience with Junior 
Yearly Meeting has enriched me in many 
ways and offered the opportunity to 
support the energy, life-force, creativity, 
experimentation, questioning, and 
ministry of our younger members. The 
earnestness with which most Junior 
Friends approach their discernment of 
responsibility while spreading their 
interdependent community wings is 
humbling to behold. Yes, the learning 
curve of youth is steep. Throughout the 
year as parents; and during the JYM 
program as tn loco parentis , all involved 
with children and youth engage in 
dialogue, guidance, and appreciative 
enhancement in order to keep life lessons 
inexpensive—at the very least with regard 
to health.—Kathryn Neale Manalo, 
member of Ministry and Oversight 
Committee, Berkeley Monthly Meeting, and 
member of JYM Adult Committee, Pacific 
Yearly Meeting. 


What Do Adults Want For/ 


From Junior Friends>* 


by Marge Abbott 
Multnomah Meeting, Portland, OR 


Dear Friends, At Yearly Meeting, it was 
asked what the adults want for/from 
Junior Friends. This is my response. I 
want to know how God is active in your 
lives and how God is leading you. 

I want you to know the practices 


(“Reprinted from FB, Oct 03, p. 16] 


Friends have evolved to discern the Way 
of God—to find clearness and to reach 
the “sense” of Siew imecting =O ur 
understanding of the Way of God grows 
out of a deep knowledge and love of the 
Bible—so while we should never place it 
above the guidance of the Spirit, neither 
should we be afraid of it nor hostile to it. 

I want to know that you have a 
language to speak of the Spirit—words 
so that you might express your 
uncertainties and searching, your fears 
and your delights, your encounters with 
the Divine. Quakers over the centuries 
have a rich vocabulary and wisdom to 
share about the nature of the Seed that 
dwells in each heart: how to recognize it 
and nurture it; how to recognize the seeds 
of anger, hatred and greed so that they 
don't control us. Our faith has much to 
teach us about the rhythms of the Spirit— 
the joy it can infuse through our soul, the 
times it shows us painful things about 
ourselves so that we might be 
transformed, the courage it can give us to 
stand up for what is right, the moments 
when we feel lost and abandoned but are 
never truly deserted, the strength it gives 
to continue through the dark night. No 
matter what your path in life, I hope we 
might offer you resources to be open to 
the Source of your true strength and 
delight. 

I want you to be part of acommunity 
where you will be loved, and where you 
will be safe from physical harm and from 
abuse. In this community, you will still 
encounter pain and hurt. No one I know 
is capable of living with others and never 
hurting them, no matter how much each 
of us tries. Thus, I want you to learn about 


the ways of healing and forgiveness. 
Ultimately, these may only come as gifts 
from God, but there are ways we can help 
one another be open to the possibilities 
so that emotional and spiritual wounds 
might not fester and cause permanent 
damage. The community I envision for 
you knows that wounds are part of life, 
and knows ways to express love despite 
the wounds and has the courage to move 
into the world treating all people with 
respect, challenging them to act with 
integrity and know peace in their own 
lives. 

I want you to know Hope when all 
seems without it. 

Most of all, I want you to experience 
the reality of the unconditional love and 
grace of God/Christ/Spirit that is 
available to each and every one of us. The 
love that takes away fear. The grace that 
gives us the wisdom and courage to live 
in that life and power which takes away 
the occasion for all war.—With Jove, 
Marge Abbott, Multnomah Meeting, 
Portland, OR. 


“How is God Active in the 
Lives of Junior Friends?”— 
Responses by Junior Friends 


Dear Marge, In July 2003 the Junior 
Friends received your letter which posed 
some queries attempting to discern a 
sense of how God is active in the Junior 
Friends community and in our lives. The 
letter was first presented to the Junior 
Friends group in February 2004 at Ski 
Trip, and reintroduced in July 2004 at 
Camp, when the majority of our 
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The true story of Western 
unprogrammed Quakers... 


in their own words 


A Western Quaker Reader, Writings by and about Independent Quakers in the 
Western United States. FB Publications, 2000. First historical work about Western 
Quakerism written from the viewpoint of Independent Friends, provides vivid, first- 
person testimonies by Friends involved in the “reinvention” of Quakerism in the 
Western USA from the 1930s to the present. 354 pp. paper. $19.95 (incl. postage & 
handling). To order, send your check made out to “Friends Bulletin” to: Friends 
Bulletin, 3223 Danaha St , Torrance CA 90505. 
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discussion took place. We would like to 
thank you for the wonderful letter and 
offer the varied responses from our group 
at that time regarding the Spirit and our 
community. 

During one of our Business Meetings 
we held a small Meeting for Worship with 
focus on the query, “How is God active 
in your lives and how is God leading you?” 
It became apparent that the feelings of 
the members of the meeting were not at 
all uniform. 

One Friend testified that he did not 
believe in God in the Biblical sense, but 
did not deny that he is moved by some 
sense of spirituality. Another Friend 
pointed out that the discomfort 
many in the group feel about 
the word “God” is only a 
language barrier; just because 
some people follow a moralistic 
and judgmental God does not 
mean that many people who 
speak of God do not refer to the 
same comforting Spirit we have 
all felt at gatherings. Our 
different backgrounds cause a 
diversity in the language we use 
to convey what we feel. 

One Friend considered 
himself agnostic, but he feels 
better after a dose of the 
Quaker community. He was 
sure that there is “something” 
there. 

Another chose to interpret 
spirituality as each person’s inner Light 
and reminded us that there are many ways 
to experience the Light. How we 
experience it defines our beliefs. One 
Friend said that in Junior Friends we have 
no name for God; our communion with 
whatever it is that moves us is nonverbal. 

Another Friend expressed the 
changeability of her feelings about God 
at this time in her life; they were not solid. 
She suggested that the Spirit is not always 
found in process, as we are led to expect. 
Another articulated his view that to speak 
from personal experience is to speak with 
the Spirit—it is not so mysterious as all 
that. 

One Friend contributed that the 
Spirit is elusive; when she feels moved to 
speak in Meeting, God does not tell her 
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what to say. But part of her belief is that 
a way will present itself, and she has faith. 
One thing that rang true for many of 
those in the Meeting was that the 
connotations of “God” make them 
uncomfortable. There is too much harm 
done in the name of Christianity for them 
to accept this oft-abused term as a 
definition of their relationship with the 
Divine. 

A second query was posed for 
Worship Sharing that was meant to 
address the community aspect of the 
letter: “How do you describe the 
community that is Junior Friends and 
what makes it special to you?” The groups 


NPYM teens at camp 


were asked to write down their responses. 

One Friend responded: “Junior 
Friends is a place where I don’t feel like I 
have to pretend to feel certain things, 
think certain things. | am more myself 
here. | can recognize my spirituality and 
know that others understand and share 
my beliefs. I can lay aside the barrier that 
stands between me and others in everyday 
life, because it is taken for granted that 
we love each other by virtue of being 
Junior Friends. It is a safe place for my 
heart to reside. The foundation of Quaker 
beliefs reminds me to open my eyes to 
the light in each of us, and frankly it 
allows me to trust these people, and to be 
inclined to forgive easily, and laugh easily, 
and speak my heart easily. This 
community is special to me because it is 
rare that a place reliably provides all these 


things that I value so much.” 

Another Friend wrote: “Coming here 
is like breathing fresh emotional air. The 
lack of change in my everyday life is 
numbing, and Junior Friends is refreshing 
and enlivening to me.” 

Worship Group 1 concluded: “We 
are connected, united, sharing our 
thoughts together, and having a good 
time in the process. Everyone loves and 
cares about each other. You can feel 
comfortable. Junior Friends energize 
spirits. It is a safe and open community 
with a distinct lack of judgments. 
Differences here are positive, not 
negative. It is a place where you can feel 
free to open up about yourself 
and your feelings. We form 
honest and real relationships. 
It is meaningful. Issues and 
concerns discussed here 
stimulate the search for 
answers about one’s 
spirituality. There is a rush, a 
high, when we all come 
together. It will be painful to 
leave this group behind. We 
bond with one another, make 
friends from far away places, 
and find ourselves in each 
other. Our closing circle 
creates a very powerful sense 
of community and love. We 
grow here.” 

Worship Group 2: 
“Junior Friends are different. 
They are true to themselves. Though we 
come from different places we have a 
common background and history. We 
have huge inside jokes. We just sit and 
talk—we don't have to go out and look 
for interesting things; we are it. We can 
hang out and have fun and express 
ourselves. Some of us feel carefree, or just 
free. It is easy to relate to people here; 
because of our shared beliefs they know 
what we're saying. We talk to people back 
home about all the fun, but there have 
been painful things too; the wonderful 
thing is that we know what we have been 
through together and we come out at the 
end still friends.” 

Worship Group 3: “We are a group 
of people all searching for clarity in 
spirituality but we aren't sure about it. We 
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definitely feel that there is something 
special here. Everyone is so welcoming. 
You can be honest among JFs. It is easier; 
there is less of a whiplash. You can speak 
your mind. You feel like people really want 
to listen—you start talking about 
something and feel like you could keep 
going for hours. That’s uncommon in our 
age group. Junior Friends is a small group 
within the larger community of Friends 
where we do feel safe. Junior Friends 
fulfills this part of you that needs it—you 
go home so much more whole inside. 
Some of us grew up without much 
exposure to spirituality of any kind, so this 
is really nice and important. You don’t 
have to worry about looking or acting a 
certain way. When we're all together the 
JFs have this demeanor that of “This is 
who we are; take it or leave it.’ When you 
leave you feel inspired to make your other 
life more like it is here, but it’s hard.” 

This is how we feel. We believe that 
we receive all the things that you wish 
for us through our friendships with each 
other and our unique and subtle 
relationship with the Spirit. Ours is a rare 
and precious community where we are 
loved and accepted for the people we 
choose to be, and for many of us it is a 
beacon in the dark. 

With Love, The Junior Friends of North 
Pacific Yearly Meeting 


FRIENDLY NEWS 


NEWS FROM QUAKER 
NEWSLETTERS 


by Nancy Yarnall 
FWCC Field Staff 
Multnomah Meeting, Portland, OR 


In a truly gathered meeting, 
Albuquerque Meeting (NM) agreed to 
hire a person on a temporary basis for 
secretarial/organizational work, 
especially during this time of the building 
expansion. 

Friends at Apple Seed Meeting 
(Sebastopol, CA) are considering reach- 
ing out to Quaker Meetings nearby, 
getting to know others better, and 
planning Worship, gatherings of mutual 
interest and social times together. 
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Bellingham Meeting (WA) is con- 
sidering a new location. They will meet 
in the new place for the month of January, 
trying it out to see how it feels. 

Bridge City and Multnomah Meeting 
Friends (Portland, OR) are going to a Ki- 
wanis Camp near Mt. Hood to ski, sled, 
or sit by the fire. 

Boulder Meeting (CO) has approved co- 
sponsoring two Sudanese refugee women. 
The Meeting’s responsibilities will be 
financial until the women could arrive in 
approximately a year and one-half. Once 
the women arrive they would work with 
them. 

Chico Meeting’s (CA) First Day School 
Committee has chosen curriculum from 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, “Teaching 
Children about Jesus,” and “Teaching the 
Queries to Quaker Children.” They are 
also considering changing the name of the 
program from “First Day School” to 
“Quaker Youth Group” or “Quaker Youth 
Program.” 

Corvallis Friends (OR) are setting up 
“special Friends” for the Meeting’s 
children. The Meeting is putting windows 


into the doors of the two children’s rooms 
for security purposes. 0 

Durango Meeting (CO) projected a 
$7,000 surplus at the end of 2005. Friends 
agreed to distribute the funds to worthy 
causes, assuming the surplus did happen. 
Eastside Meeting (WA) was scheduled 
to prepare and serve a meal at Tent City 
(homeless encampment) in late 
December. They also donated sandwich 
supplies weekly. 

Eugene Meeting (OR) will use the theme 
“How is the Spirit with Thee, Friend?” 
for worship sharing to prepare for the 
Meeting’s annual State of Society report. 
Queries were to reflect on the spiritual 
health of individuals and of the meeting 
as a whole. 

Florence Worship Group (OR) has been 
meeting for 15 years, since the first Gulf 
War. 
The Nominating Committee of 
Honolulu Meeting (HI) recommends 
that all matters relative to nominations 
be put in writing either before the 


nominations or within two weeks after 
the slate is announced. The hope 1s for 


During the last week of 
March, 2006, Friends and the 
AFSC participated in this 
241-mile march from Tijuana 
to San Francisco. One of the 
goals of the march was to in- 
sure that “the Latino voice of 
opposition to the War is heard 
loud and clear across the 
Americas.” Led by Fernando 
Suarez del Solar (whose son 
Jesus was killed during the 
war), Pablo Paredes, Camilo 
Mejia and Aidan Delgado, 
marchers commemorated the 
75th anniversary of Gandhi's 
Salt March, one of the most 
impactful non-violent acts of 
protest and civil disobedience 
in pursuit of social justice in 
history. Shown above is 
Madeline Schleimer of Or- 
ange Grove Meeting as she 
walks to “Arlington West” 


near the Santa Monica Pier. 0 
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fewer misunderstandings. 
Multnomah Meeting (OR) found that 
it could not accept the Minutes of 
Meeting for Worship for Business for a 
previous month because most Friends 
had only seen an abbreviated version in 
the newsletter. It was decided that as a 
policy, Minutes would be printed in their 
entirety in the newsletter. 
Olympia Friends (WA) are financially 
supporting the Quaker Bolivia Link’s 
plans to build a family greenhouse on the 
Altiplano. Olympia Friends also minuted 
their support for war refusers in the 
military. 
Oversight and Worship and Ministry 
Committees of Orange Grove Meeting 
(Pasadena, CA) will share a column in 
the Meeting’s Newsletter to help Friends 
understand Quaker processes. 

To be continued in next issues... 


News of the 
Western Gathering of 
Friends General 


Conference 


The Western Gathering of FGC has 
attracted far more interest and registrants 
than anyone anticipated. Here are the 
statistics as of May 1: 


1,622 registered (only 1,200 were 
expected!) 


Age: 317 young Friends (high school and 
younger): 172 Junior Gathering (infant to 
middle school); 145 high schoolers 


Yearly meeting attendance: 
NPYM 332 
Pacific YM 270 


IMYM 28* 
Philadelphia YM 187 
Baltimore 107 
Northern 93 
Canadian 86 

Alaska 62 


Geographically: 
Western: 800 
Eastern: 645 
Middle :166 


Top states: California 280; Washington 
194; Pennsylvania 165; Oregon 143 


First timers: 543 [33%; usually about 
21%] from NPYM-222 Pacific-YM 141; 


*The geographic designations are from mail- 
ing addresses. If someone did not include a 
yearly meeting, they didn't get counted in the 
YM stats. 


share in its next stage of becoming. 


and focus our vision. 


C all to the Annual Session of Pacific Yearly Meeting 2006 


Pacific Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends will gather for its 60th" annual session July 31* to 
August 5" at the University of Redlands campus, Redlands, California. Join us for a week of worship, fellowship, 
and Quaker life in this lovely and well-ordered place. Bring your joys, your troubles, the center and the edges of your 
spiritual lives, to the community we will create. You will find the comforts and challenges our Society embodies, and 


We look toward our gathering during a time in which many feel great need of a renewed presence and active 
witness of Friends in the world. We also find rising within our yearly meeting a desire to look more carefully at our 
Quakerism from the inside, at how we spend our time together, and what truly nourishes and strengthens our 
connections to God and to one another. From these two converging concerns may well arise a sharper and a deeper 
vision of our faith and our work in the world. Bring your voice, your care, and your hopes for our Yearly Meeting 
and our world, and join with us in discernment. 

What is this Gathering we hold each year? For some, a weeklong family holiday, for others a conference of 
interest groups and explorations, for still others a week of Quaker business and committee work nested in periods of 
worship. Some would say it is all of these, and should be. Yet many are aware also of dangers in a Quakerism that 
tries to be all things to all people, and a Gathering without a center may face similar difficulties. But the question 
“why we gather” is a question that can be answered deeply only by asking also who we are as Friends. This year, 
under the guidance of our Ministry and Oversight Committee, we will begin in our annual sessions a year-long 
period of discernment exploring fundamental questions about the sources and expressions of our individual and 
corporate Quaker lives. To begin this well, we must be in one another's presence, among our elders, our children, our 
long-time Friends, and those new to the Society. It will be a meeting, and then a year, in which we may find 
refreshment, solace, direction, strength, and faith, in one another. It may awaken and reshape us, temper our lives 


And lest you feel too much the weight of these deep questions, know that the joy, the humor, the delight, and 
the celebration that always appear at our gatherings, will be there as well. They will rise among us, sometimes in 
surprising ways, and carry us through a week that will seem longer than it could be, and shorter than it should be, for 
all that we find and treasure in it. We invite and welcome all to join us in this August time together. 


Jim Anderson, Presiding Clerk 


For more information, goto www. pactficyearlymeeting.org 


June 2006 FRIENDS BULLETIN 


19 


AFC-37 Canadian-32 Philadelphia-16 


Due to the extraordinary circum- 
stances this year, FGC regrets that we will 
not be able to accept any walk-in 
registrations for the Gathering. All 
registered participants must have 
registered in advance. Many Gathering 
events are restricted to registrants. 
However, we are also making more of the 
Gathering than usual available to those 
who are not registered but wish to attend 
certain selected events such as worship or 
evening sessions. 

Friends registered as part-time 
attenders may take full advantage of 
Gathering opportunities for the days they 
register, including participation in a drop- 
in or part-time workshop, attending 
interest groups, singing and dancing with 
Friends, visiting centers, enjoying 
presentations by Quaker organizations, 
and worshiping in a variety of settings. 
Part-time registration is available for 
adults only. Please see the FGC website 
at www.fecquaker.org for information on 
how to register in advance. 

As always, the evening plenary 
sessions at 7 pm with guest speakers on 
Sunday (Laura Holliday), Tuesday 
(Sallie McFague) and Thursday (Sue 
Wiallitnes |eare se Openameto meals 
Complimentary tickets for the Laura 
Love concert on Wednesday at 7 pm are 
available by sending a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to Laura Love 
Tickets, Friends General Conference, 
1216 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19107, before June 21. Two tickets will 
be returned in each envelope. Local 
Friends Meetings will also receive 
tickets for distribution. 

In addition, we are inviting all 
Friends to our opening worship on 
Sunday, July 2 at 2 pm. Friends are 
invited to shop in the Gathering Store, 
visit the Quaker displays, and view the 
creative work displayed in the Sparkling 
Lemonade Gallery. 

A special handout will be available 
at the Gathering information desk in 
the University Center for our drop-in 
visitors. 

Please put the 2007 Gathering of 
Friends in River Falls, Wisconsin, on your 


calendar for June 30-July 7, 2007.0 
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MEMORIAL MINUTES 


A. STANLEY THOMPSON 


Stan Thompson was born on April 
29, 1914, in Hackettstown, New Jersey, 
to Albert and Ethel Thompson. His 
early life was spent on three different 
dairy farms, which impressed on him the 
impoverished backwardness of farm life. 
Through a series of unlikely chances and 
sheer determination that technology 
would help alleviate human suffering, he 
entered Amherst College in 1931. After 
graduation in 1936 he went on to earn 
advanced degrees in engineering at the 
Universities of Washington and 
Pennsylvania. 

During World War II Stan worked 
as a mechanical engineer designing 
steam turbines for Victory Ships and jet 
aircraft engines. In peace time, nuclear 
reactors became his field. He authored 
the first major textbook on nuclear 
power production, as well as many 
technical articles. His pioneering studies 
of instabilities in nuclear energy reactors 
convinced him that atomic energy could 
not be safely generated, and in later 
years, he was a vigorous anti-nuclear and 
peace activist. 

Stan was married to his first wife 
Barbara Nice on March 17, 1937. She 
joined Stan in a life adventure that would 
involve many moves and partnerships 
pursuing righteousness, truth, and 
justice. When they discovered that the 
Los Angeles housing development they 
moved to in 1947 excluded Mexicans, 
he and Barbara led a homeowners revolt 
that opened the development to all. He 
hired Packard Motor Company’s first 
Black professional in the 1950s, and 
when the diner across the street from 
Packard’s Detroit plant refused to serve 
his new employee, Stan engineered the 
diner’s integration. Hoping to make a 
difference elsewhere in the world, he 
taught engineering at Robert College in 
Istanbul, Turkey, and later at Howard 
University in Washington, DC. He was 
a lifetime member of the Sierra Club. 

In 1982 he moved to Eugene, 


Oregon, from Sperryville, Virginia, where 
he had retired to manage a tree farm. 
During his last 23 years in Eugene, he 
lost his wife of 50 years on December 30, 
1987, helped raise two granddaughters, 
dear friends, 
innumerable projects with his son, 
Michael, and labored tirelessly for the 
anti-nuclear cause. He became a member 
of the Eugene Friends Meeting, and on 
April 11, 1993, married another Meeting 
member, Milena O’Donnell, for another 
rewarding marriage until his death on 
October 1, 2005. 

Stan is survived by his second wife 
Milena; three “sonss ¥Brucemor 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Steve of Santa 
Fe, New Mexico; and Michael of 
Eugene, Oregon; a brother, Robert, of 
Belvedere, New Jersey; a sister, Evelyn 
Kulich of Blairstown, New Jersey, and 
seven beloved grandchildren: Jonathan, 


made worked on 


Lynn, Megan, Caitlin}, Daniel; 
Christopher and Laura. 0 
LAURAMA PAGE PIXTON 


Longtime Quaker, Laurama Page 
Pixton died suddenly and unexpectedly 
in her home in Claremont, California, on 
February 10, 2006. 

Laurama Page Pixton was born on 
December 22, 1921, and raisedwin 
Evanston, Illinois where her father, 
Roscoe Page, was vice-president of Kraft 
Foods, and her mother, Helena, a leader 
in the community and in the Methodist 
Church. One grandfather had been 
president of a major midwestern 
university, thus knowledge and truth were 
valued in Laurama’s childhood. Although 
the family remained in that very 
comfortable North Shore suburb of 
Chicago, young Laurama was twice 
shipped off to live with a widowed 
grandmother, and to attend a French 
Lycee in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Her subsequent fluency in languages 
served her well during her quarter-of-a- 
century working with the International 
Affairs Division of the American Friends 
Service Committee, in, and from, 
Philadelphia. For much of that period 
Laurama Pixton was head of the Soviet- 
American Relations program of the 
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AFSC, during the worst of the Cold War 
years, 1964 to 1989. But, those years were 
only the capstone of a varied and rich 
series of international experiences, 
working with and for Quakers. 

Laurama discovered Quakers at 
Swarthmore College, during the years of 
World War Two. She graduated in 1943, 
and received her master’s degree from 
nearby Haverford College in 1944. Before 
the war years were over she had worked 
with Polish refugees in Mexico. In 1945, 
she and John Erwin Pixton, Jr., whom she 
had met at Swarthmore, were married. 
After John finished his graduate degrees, 
they moved to central Pennsylvania where 
he joined Pennsylvania State University 
for a long career as a professor of history, 
and later an administrator. 

Their lives together were steeped in 


Quaker affairs, both in Philadelphia 


Yearly Meeting and in various posts with 
the American Friends Service 
Committee. In the early 1960s, with three 
small children, they were posted in 
Morocco, with John being director of 
health and occupational programs for 
refugees from the French/Algerian war. 
Again, Laurama’s proficiency in the 
French language was well utilized. 

Over the next two decades Laurama, 
John and the children were stationed in 
Cambodia, Zambia, Algeria and 
Vietnam, and in that latter nation John 
was director of the AFSC prosthetic 
center during both 1968 and 1971, at the 
height of this nation’s disastrous excursion 
into Vietnam. As John was back teaching 
at Penn State, Laurama was working to 
foster mutual understanding between the 
prime adversaries of the Cold War, the 
Soviet Union and the United States. She 


directed annual seminars, bringing 
together Russian and American writers, 
journalists and public policy analysts, as 
well as the famed AFSC Tripartite 
Seminars, composed of British, Soviet 
and American scholars. 

In addition to being clerk of Upper 
Dublin Friends Meeting for many years, 
Laurama Pixton was secretary of the 
Pennsylvania Bicycle Club. Her private 
travels took her to Bhutan, Cambodia, 
Siberia, China and many parts of North 
America. Following an active retirement 
and the death of her husband, with great 
difficulty Laurama left her beloved 
Upper Dublin Meeting with its historic 
meeting house, and moved to 
Claremont, She was 
promptly welcomed into, and soon 
became a valued and beloved Friend, of 
Claremont Friends Meeting. During her 


California. 


June has been declared “torture awareness month,” and various 
organizations are sponsoring conferences to address this concern, 


including the “Quaker Initiative to End Torture (QUIT)” 


Ending Torture: A Quaker Concern 


QUIT TORTURE ‘Now! 


scheduled to take place at Guilford College, June 2-4. Friends have 
long been encouraged to hold in the Light both torture victims and 
torturers (as Gene Hoffman notes in Compassionate Listening, p. 
312). Please take to heart this spiritual wisdom as well as the 
recommendations by Friends Committee on Legislation (http:// 
www.fcnl.org/issues/issue. php ?issue_id=70). Finally, please share 
with readers any work that you or your Meeting 1s doing to end the 
practice of torture, which some have compared to slavery. The 
following 1s a minute on torture and illegal detention approved by 
Santa Monica Business Meeting on March 12, 2006—Editor. 


QUAKER INITIATIVE TO END TORTURE 


QO): Quaker faith is based on the conviction that 
“there is that of God in everyone.” We are therefore 
convinced that everyone is entitled to humane treatment and due process of law. We utterly oppose any form of 
torture and illegal detention, whether perpetrated by our government or by any other power or group. 

We call on our elected representatives to hold the executive branch accountable for any actions that violate the 
Geneva Conventions on Torture. 

We support recommendation by the United Nations and National Council of Churches that “the United States 
Government should either expeditiously bring all Guantanamo Bay detainees to trial....or release them without 
further delay.” 

We also strongly believe the Geneva Conventions regarding humane treatment of prisoners must be observed at 
all US detention facilities. If this is not happening at Guantanamo and other detention centers, then they should be 
closed down. 

As people of faith, we believe that the United States must set a high moral and ethical standard in its treatment 
of its adversaries. As William Penn, the Quaker founder of Pennsylvania, wrote: “A good end cannot sanctify evil 
means; nor must we ever do evil, that good may come of it.” 
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time in Claremont Laurama served as the 
Arrangements Clerk, was a member of 
Ministry and Counsel, and lovingly 
helped with the children’s program. 

Others who survive her and will 
miss those cherished qualities include 
her brothers, Edward Page of Sarasota, 
Florida and yiheodore Page of 
Madison, Wisconsin, her daughter, 
Carol Pixton of Claremont, California 
and her sons, David Pixton of 
Frederick, Maryland and Tom Pixton 
of Brookline, Massachusetts. Her sons 
each have presented Laurama with a 
grandchild. Catherine Pixton and 
Daniel Pixton have lost an illustrious 
and irreplaceable grandmother. 

A Meeting for Worship on the 
Occasion of a M**emorial was held on 
February 18. We will miss her humor and 
wisdom, her graciousness and 


generosity.O] 


‘AVB” continued from page 14 


* San Luis Obispo—California Men’s 
Colony 

¢ Chino—Herman G. Stark Youth 
Correctional Facility 

° Blythe—Chuckawalla Valley State 
Prison 

¢ Jamestown—Sierra Conservation 
Center 

¢ Susanville—California Correctional 
Center 

* Soledad—Correctional Training 
Facility 
¢ Lancaster—California State Prison 
(CSP) Los Angeles County 

¢E] Centro—Centinela State Prison 

* Folsom State Prison 

¢ Chowchilla—Central California 
Women’s Facility 

° Tracy—Duell Vocational Institute 

* Calipatria—CSP Calipatria 

¢ San Quentin State Prison 


Upcoming Community workshops: 


More offerings are added all the time. For 
the most up-to-date list, or to receive 
notices about upcoming workshops, go 
to www.AVP-California.org. If you are 


22 


interested in going into a prison to take 
a workshop, contact Pat Hardy, 805-682- 
3210 


More organizational developments 


AVP/California held its Fall Annual 
Meeting in Los Osos, hosted by Janet 
Riley and Gay Howard, of Central Coast 
Meeting. In addition to the wonderful 
and energizing sharing of ideas that 
happens when we get together, the 30 
facilitators in attendance approved a 
Standards packet for AVP Facilitators, 
and gave guidance to the Steering 
Committee on handling’ travel 
reimbursements. 

* Weekly conference calls of those 
who are coordinating the prison work 
keep us motivated and up to date. 

* We received a grant from the Fund 
for Santa Barbara to develop and 
coordinate community outreach in new 
areas. 

Thank you, Friends, for your 
continuing support. If you have any 


questions or ideas, give me a call at 805- 
682-3277. 0 


CALENDAR ITEMS 


Juty 14-23: QUAKER SERVICE CAmpP. Fun 
through service for friends in the 8th—10th 
grades and others. Quaker Center staff. 


JuLy 23-30: SENIOR CAMP. Service and a 
program cooperatively designed by participants 
in the 11th-12th grades. Quaker Center, Ben 
Lomond, CA. 


Jury 31-Aucust 5: PaciFic YEARLY MEETING 
ANNUAL SESSION. Redlands University, 
Redlands, CA. 


AuG 19-21: MONTANA GATHERING OF 
Frienps, Lucock Park, MT. 


AuG 28-Sep 4: THE ANNUAL COMMUNITY 
Workcambe. Service, through Spirit, in 
community. David Forbes. Quaker Center, Ben 
Lomond, CA. 


SEP 22-24: NURTURING VOCAL MINIsTRY. 
Deepening meetings for worship through 
spoken and silent ministry. Gordon Bishop and 
Rachel Findley. Quaker Center, Ben Lomond, 
(COA, 


Sep 30-—OcT 2: WILLAMETTE QUARTERLY 
MEETING, Sky Camp, Oregon, near Fall Creek, 
OR. 


Sep 29-Ocr 1:THE ALTERNATIVES TO 
VIOLENCE Project, The Basic Training. PYM 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Publications 


QUAKER LIFE—INFORMING AND EQUIP- 
PING FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD. Free 
sample available upon request. Join our family of 
Friends for one year (10 issues) at $24. For informa- 
tion contact: 

Quaker Life 

101 Quaker Hill Drive 

Richmond, IN 47374 

Phone: 765-962-7573 

E-mail: QuakerLife@fum.org 

Website: www.fum.org 


PENDLE HILL PAMPH- 
LETS are timely essays on 
many facets of Quaker life, 
thought and spirituality, 
readable at one sitting. 
Subscribe to receive six 
pamphlets/year for $20 
(US). Also available: every pamphlet 
published previously by Pendle Hill, 
including recent pamphlets by Marge 
Abbott, Robert Griswold and Steve 
Smith, 800-742-3150 fexu ies 
bookstore@pendlehill.org. 


FRIENDS JOURNAL is 
more than a magazine — it’s 
a ministry of the written 
word. Friends worldwide 
find community in each issue 
full of award-winning art- 
icles, opinions, poetry, news, and art. Call 
us toll-free at 800-471-6863 and mention 
offer code FB2007 to receive 12 monthly 
issues for $35, saving 42% off the cover 
price! FRIENDS JOURNAL, 1216 Arch 
St 2A, Philadelphia, PA 19107. Visit us on 
the web at www.friendsjournal.org. Offer 


AVP Committee. Quaker Center, Ben 
Lomond, CA. 


Oct 20-22: Ways To LovE Your “ENEMIES.” 
Practical ways of seeing God in all and reaching 
out to your “enemies.” John Helding. Quaker 
Center, Ben Lomond, CA. 


Nov 3-5: A SouL’s TESTAMENT, WRITING A 
PERSONAL SPIRITUAL Memoir. Eve Forrest. 
Quaker Center, Ben Lomond, CA. 


Nov 17-19: Goopness. Exploring that sense 
of goodness at our core, learning energy work, 
and laughing. John Calvi. Quaker Center, Ben 
Lomond, CA. 


Dec 1-3: SILENCE, SIMPLICITY, AND SOLITUDE: 
‘THE ANNUAL SILENT RETREAT. An extended 
experience of Quaker meeting for worship. Win 


Griffen. Quaker Center, Ben Lomond, CA. 
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VINTAGE Books, Quaker Books. Rare and 
out-of-print journals, history, religion. Contact 
us for specific wants. 181 Hayden Rowe St, 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. Phone: 508-435-3499. 
E-mail: vintage@gis.net. 


Schools, Retreat Centers, Camps, 
and Retirement Homes 


BEN LOMOND QUAKER CENTER: Personal re- 
treats, family reunions, weddings, retreats, and our 
own schedule of Quaker Programs. Among the 
redwoods, near Santa Cruz, CA. 831-336-8333. 
http://www.quakercenter.org. 


FRIENDS HOUSE IS A MULTI-LEVEL RETIRE- 
MENT COMMUNITY offering independent liv- 
ing apartments and houses, and an assisted care 
living facility. Located in Santa Rosa, Friends 
House is easily accessible to San Francisco, the 
Pacific Coast, redwood forests, and the vine- 
yards of Sonoma and Napa counties. Friends 
House is owned and operated by Friends Asso- 
ciation of Services for the Elderly (FASE), a 
California not-for-profit corporation. The fa- 
cility and Board of Directors are strongly influ- 
enced by Quaker traditions. The welfare and 
growth of persons within an environment which 
stresses independence is highly valued. Tour 
Friends House at our website at 
www.friendshouse.org. Friends House, 684 
Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409. 707- 
538-0152. 
THE WOOLMAN SEMESTER offers Friends 
education to students in grades 11-13 focused 
on the Testimonies of peace, justice and 
stewardship. Students earn a full semester of 
high school credit and log 120 hours of 
community service. Through the challenge of a 
rigorous curriculum, simple living in community 
and service work in Mexico, students gain an 
intrinsic direction for their futures. Academic 
skills, nonviolent activism and self-awareness are 
developed to guide them with integrity. 
Financial Aid and Quaker Scholarships support 
all qualified teens. Visit www.woolman.org or 
contact 530-273-3183. 

SICK 
WILLIAM PENN House & WASHINGTON 
QUAKER WorKCAMPS. Washington, DC. 
Quaker Center on Capitol Hill offering hospitality, 
meeting space and worship. Workcamp 
opportunities for youth, peace studies seminars for 
educators, and seminars for all ages. Leadership 
training for Quaker young adults through our 
internship program. All are welcome. 
www-.-WmPennHouse.org, 
info@WmPennHouse.org. 202-543-5560. 
515 East Capitol St SE, Washington, DC 
20003. 


RR 
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PosITIONS VACANT: WILLIAM PENN 
House & WASHINGTON QUAKER WorK- 
CAMPS Washington, DC. Hospitality intern, 
full time. Spring 2006. Register and greet 
guests, work with workcamps, peace studies 
and international program seminars. Stipend, 
room and board and health insurance. 
ww woVW m Penn Hous ¢ org, 
info@WmPennHouse.org. 202-543-5560. 
515 East Capitol St SE, Washington, DC 
20003. 

ACCOMODATIONS: QUAKER HILL CONFER- 
ENCE CENTER, Richmond, IN, offers over- 
night accommodations for Friends traveling in 
this area. For info and reservations, contact 
QHCC at 765-962-5741, quakerhill@parallax.ws 
or visit our website at www.ghcc.org. 
WELLSPRINGS FRIENDS SCHOOL: alternative, 
accredited high school grades 9-12. Rooted in 
the Quaker spirit of simplicity, community, 
nonviolence, honoring the Light in every per- 
son. Open enrollment. Climate of affirmation. 
3590 W 18th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97402. 541- 
686-1223. FAX: 541-687-1493. Dennis 
Hoerner, Head. 


Services 


JOIN THE FOLKS AT FRIENDLY Horse ACRES 
FOR A DAY AT A HORSE FARM. All ages wel- 
come. Camps are set up to encourage confi- 
dence in people who are fearful of horses, as 
well as more experienced horse lovers. Learn 
to see the world from the horse’s point of view. 
Visit www.friendlyhorseacres.com. Phone: 
360-825-3628. Email: friendlaverne 
@friendlyhorseacres.com. 


Tours and Opportunities 


CONSIDER A Costa Rica Stupy Tour. Visit 
the Quaker community of Monteverde. See the 
cloud forest and two oceans. Write Sarah 
Stuckey, Apdo 46-5655, Monteverde, Costa 
Rica. Phone/FAX: 011-506-645-5436 or 
937-728-9887 or Email: crstudy@racsa.co.cr. 


Website: www.crstudytours.com. 
RK 


CONSIDER THE ARIZONA FRIENDS COMMU- 
NITY FOR YOUR NEXT, OR YOUR SECOND, 
HOME. 360 degree mountain views, 4,000 ft 
elevation, often near-perfect weather, among 
good friends. Write Roy Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 
6567 N San Luis Obispo Drive, Douglas, AZ 
85607. Website: arizonafriends.com. 


se 


QUAKER WRITERS, EDITORS, AND 
PUBLISHERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN QUIP 
(QUAKERS UNITING IN PUBLISHING). An 
international “self help” organization of 


theologically diverse Friends concerned with the 
ministry of the written word. Contact Graham 
Garner at grahamG@fgcquaker.org. Website: 
www.quaker.org/quip. 


FRIENDS PLANNING TO MOVE CAN REQUEST AS- 
SISTANCE FROM David BROWN, A QUAKER 
REALTOR. David will refer you to a real estate pro- 
fessional to assist you with buying and/or selling a 
home anywhere in the USA. Email: 
Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. 
soIK 

QUAKER COMMERCIAL REALTOR specializing 
in income property sales and 1031 replacements 


nationally. Call Allen Stockbridge, JD, CCIM 
at 877-658-3666. 


Concerned Singles 


links compatible, socially conscious singles 
who care about peace, social justice, diversity, gender 
equity, and the health of the planet. 
Nationwide/ Canada. 
All ages. Since 1984. 
FREE SAMPLE: Box 444-FB, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 


413-243-4350 or www.concernedsingles.com 


JOIN THE FELLOWSHIP OF QUAKERS IN THE 
ARTS ($25/year), and share your work with 
Friends in our exciting quarterly, Types & 
Shadows. Seeking short fiction & non-fiction, 
poetry, drawings, B&W photos, and news of 
Quaker art. Help create a new chapter in Quaker 
History! More info: FQA, 1515 Cherry St, 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. Email submissions OK. 
Websites: fqa@quaker.org www.quaker.org/fqa. 


AFSC/INTERMOUNTAIN YM 
JOINT SERVICE PROJECT: 
QUAKER WORK CAMPS FOR TEENS 

AND ADULTS. Spring and fall in Mexico, 


summer with Oglala Lakota. Contact 
Mike Gray. Email: MGray@afsc.org or 
520-907-6321. Website: afsc.org. 


2006 ADVERTISING RATES 


$.47per word for CLASSIFED ADS. 

Minimum charge, $9. Box ads: 
10% extra. Ads should be prepaid, 
if possible. DEADLINE: six weeks 
prior to publication. DISPLAY 
ADS: $16 per column inch. % page 
ad (4 x 44%): $97—1 column ad 
(2% x 10): $139—2 column ad (5 
x 10): $239—% page ad (7% x 
42): $169—Full page (7% x 10): 
$299. DIscOuUNTS: 10% for 3 con- 
secutive appearances, 25% for 10 
consecutive appearances of ad. 
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Connecting Friends e¢ Crossing Cultures « 


Vincula a los Amigos e 


Friends World Committee 
for Consultation 
SECTION OF THE AMERICAS 


Comité Mundial d 
de los Amigos 


SECCION DE LAS A 


os 


ABOVE: 


1937 Friends World Conference 
Swarthmore & Haverford, PA 


- RIGHT; 


1967 Friends World Conference 
Greensboro, NC 


THE CAMPAIGN FOR FWCC SECTION OF THE AMERICAS 


Bridging boundaries among Friends in the Americas 
Strengthening Friends’ work and witness in Latin America 
Investing in the future of FWCC by building a quasi-endowment 
Building the annual fund 


SGOOe 


ST a 


Sobrepasa Barreras Culturales 


Changing Lives 


Cambia Vidas 


The FWCC 
Founders Fund 


As part of FWCC's recently 
announced $2.5 million campaign, 
the Founders Fund recognizes 
family members and friends who , 
were instrumental in the first 30 


years of FWCC’s history. 


We welcome information and 
memories about Friends who 
attended one of the following 


World Conferences: 


1937 (Swarthmore and Haverford, PA) 
1952 (Oxford, England) 
1967 (Greensboro, NC) 


Established with a generous challenge gift 

in memory of J Passmore and Anna Griscom I 
Elkinton, the goal of the Founders Fund is é 
to raise $300,000 to provide long-term 
funding for FWCC programs. For more 
information, please contact us! 


